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CRITERIA AT A GLANCE 

Section   Description Page(s) 

Section 1   
1.0  Introduction Background, purpose of criteria, applicability  

and submittal/review process 
4-7 

1.1  Sustainability/LEED/Green Design Environmental stewardship, alignment with 
Sustainability Policy and Green Buildings 
Standards, and materials and waste 
minimization 

7 

Section 2   

2.0  Site Design Site design philosophy  8 
2.1  Sense of Place Density, circulation, organization and natural 

and man-made character 
8-9 

2.2  Relationship to the Street Setbacks, views, and screening 9-12 
2.3  Paved Surfaces Parking area requirements, paving materials, 

pedestrian environment, grading/drainage and 
garage massing 

12-15 

2.4 Site Lighting Light standard, parking, pedestrian, landscape, 
building security and street 

15-17 

2.5  Utilities Requirements 17 
   
Section 3   

3.0  Landscaping Philosophy and Fundamentals 18 
3.1  Design Requirements  Natural groupings, corridors and detention 

areas 
18-22 

3.2  Plants Requirements, plant list, quantities and 
maintenance  

22-30 

3.3  Hardscape Pavers, mulch, decomposed granite, and pea 
gravel 

30-31 

3.4  Irrigation Requirements, system design, methods and 
maintenance 

31-32 

3.5  Grading & Drainage of Landscaped 
Spaces 

Requirements 32-33 

Section 4   

4.0  Architectural Design Philosophy, consistent character and vision 34 
4.1  Contemporary Style Standards, building dimensions and visual 

continuity  
34 

4.2  Color Palette General palette and application 35 
4.3  Materials Acceptable materials and required use 35-36 
4.4  Roof Types and screening 36-37 
4.5  Fencing Requirements 37 
Section 5   

5.0  Signage Philosophy and function 38 
5.1  Building Mounted Signage Occupant identification and address signage 38-39 
5.2  Free-Standing Signage Facility, for-lease and directional signs  39-41 
5.3  Temporary Signage Event-related signage (eg. banners)  41 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Dallas Fort Worth International Airport (Airport) has land available and supports the development 
of its property for business complementing the air transportation activities of the Airport.   
 
The major objective for developing this land is to grow the aviation business, increase non-airline 
revenue for the Airport, and attract a stronger economic base for the greater Dallas/Fort Worth 
area.  

 
1.0.1  Background 
The 2016 Commercial Development Land Use Plan (refer to Figure 1.1) identifies possible land 
uses which the Airport intends to organize into separate and distinct development areas, or 
ñdistrictsò, defined by the use or geographic boundaries. As development in each district is 
pursued, an associated Leasehold Development Criteria Manual is produced to establish the 
specific requirements for development in that district. For land use areas that do not fall into a 
district, the Airport Image Elements criteria will be used to establish requirements for 
development. Compliance with all development criteria is verified by the Airport Planning 
department.     
 

 1.0.2 Purpose of Criteria 
To promote the Airportôs image and reputation through high quality development, the Airport 
Image Elements contained in this document have been established and shall convey the 
philosophy, principles, and core standards to be applied to all developments on the Airportôs non-
terminal areas (outside the Terminal Area, refer to Figure 1.2) whether undertaken by a tenant or 
the Airport.  These elements shall govern the master planning and design of the facilities and 
provide continuity throughout the Airport.  These image elements shall also be used as the basis 
for more specific district development criteria and shall: 
 

1. Establish basic design elements to create a strong airport image  
2. Extend the identity of  the Airport throughout the extent of its property 
3. Maintain aesthetic excellence and high standards of environmental protection  
4. Emphasize a sense of place and permanence for the  Airport community 
5. Provide clear direction for developers and project designers without dictating absolute 

design styles 
6. Protect the interests and investments of all tenants  

 
In the absence of specific district criteria, the requirements contained in this document shall serve 
as Baseline Leasehold Development Criteria as directed by the Airport Planning Department. 
The criteria in this document are intended to supplement the Airportôs Design Criteria Manual; 
therefore, requirements of the Design Criteria Manual and this document must be satisfied.  Any 
conflicts between the two documents shall be brought to the attention of the Airportôs Building 
Official and Planning Department for resolution.  
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Figure 1.1: 2016 Commercial Development Land Use Plan  










































































